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memorandum for the record 

SUBJECT: Jack Anderson. Column of 9 September 1976 



! m commenting on newspaper stories about operations 
„1 Fidel Castro, and the possibility ot a eause- 

Lid effect relationship between those operations and the 
“tr.statio^r Pr..?d«»t Kennedy, it moat be rememhefed 
that the Senate Select Intelligence Committee now has more 
information than does CIA. The SSC mvesti^or. W ac«s. 
to all Agency files, as well as to witnesses and the files > of 
other government agencies to which the Agency has ^othad 

event, requests for US to evaluate whether or 
^L ^formation contained in news stories is new present some 
difficulty simply because columnists present their interpretation 
tmct aeSugh they are facts, which may make eld mformatmn 

look different. 

2 The 9 September 1976 column by Jack Anderson is a 
case i point. It contains a number of atatementa that are . 
dLou“s£d below in the s.qume. in which they occur m the new. 

column: 
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a " . . sources privy to the secret discussions 

at the’highest levels of the CIA during those hectic days 
nlw idl es that the CIA deliberately withheld the evidence 
EL the Warren Commission investiBatmg Kennedy-, 
death." 

Comment: We do not know the Identity of the 
sources cited in the article. However, 
i„ the absence of direct evidence on this 
point there has been speculation m the 
Agency that there probably was no serious 
consideration at higher levels at the time 
that there was a connection between the 
tightly compartmented operations attempte 
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a C aii^i Castro and the ;i:j si,, atioa of 
President Kennedy. If tho^ was such a 
conscious decision, as asserted in the 
news .column, it is not a part of the 
information known within CIA. 



b. . . Robert Kennedy was briefed on May 7 
1962, about the attempt to use underworld killers to 
knock off Castro. " 



“Two days later, Robert Kennedy cautioned 
the CIA not to go ahead with the assassination without 
consulting him. 11 



Comment: The CIA Director of Security and 
General Counsel did meet with Robert 
Kennedy on 7 May 1962 and briefed him 
about the Castro operation. The records 
do not indicate that Kennedy cautioned CIA 
not to go ahead with the assassination/ 
without consulting him. “ Rather, the 
1967 IG report records him as placing the 
emphasis on not doing business with organized 
crime for any purpose without his knowledge, 
as distinguished from the specific Castro pla^i. 
At the time Kennedy had reason to believe that 
he was being told of a past operation and not 
one underway. 



c. “ 
informed 
1962 ." 



Records now available show that Robert Kennedy 
chief J. Edgar Hoover of the plot on klay 10, 



Comment: The SSC report on alleged assassination 
plots, at page 132, reports Director Hoover 
writing a memorandum on May 10, 1962 con- 
cerning information given him on May 9, 1962 
by Robert Kennedy on this subject. 
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rT1 „rnrials also knew about J.he 
d * *. 1 . -fA ■Kj^f the least of them was J.ate 

*“* cu“^»V.' Dbl... .ho approved t h. “• 

Hauler served on the Warren Commiss.on, yet he sal 

a Uenay throoghont the Investigation vdthont tnenhon.ng 

the Cuban angle. " . 

Comment: Mr. Dulles was briefed' on the 

original plan and, although the circum- 
stances are subject to interpretation, 
apparently approved it. We have no 
evidence as to what he did or did not say 
during his services on the Warren Com- 
mission, including the extent to 
the Warren Commission considered the 
possibility of a retaliatory plot by Castro. 

e ..Within hours of President Kennedy’s death, the 
U S ’embassy cabled information from Mexico City 
suggesting that the Cubans may have been behind the 
assassination. Our sources say that the CIA developed 
similar information in Washington. 

Comment: On the date of President Kennedy, s 

assassination, the legal attache, as sported 
at page 102 of the SSC investigation of the 
Kennedy, assassination, reported to the fSI 
that the Ambassador was concerned that Cubans 
were behind Oswald’s assassination of President 
Kennedy. The CIA station in Mexico City 
reported Oswald's earlier visit ^ ere * Furthe , 
CIA records indicate early consideration of 
the possibility that either the USSR or Cuba 
^could be involved. However, whatever the 
IA- / ' _ r ivmni sts. if th xs general 




could De lnvoivcu, * . 

Uj y. \t/r* sources of the columnists, if this general 
^ ' vA ^ ’ \t{f hiitial consideration is what is meant m the 

column it does not equate with ..information, 
1 '\> fcut is more accurately, characterised as 

y v . a i r ij • 
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speculation concerning possibilities 




/. "Tk^first person to reach Robert Kennedy's side 
after the shooting was CIA Director John A. McCone, who 
remained alone with the Attorney General at his McLean, 
Va. , home for nearly three hour3." 




g. "McCone swore to us that Castro's name was never 
mentioned during the three hours. But CIA records show* 
that the next day McCone not only mentioned Castro to the 
new President, Lyndon B. Johnson, but briefed him on the 
information from Mexico City. " 




h. "We are now free to reveal cur role in. the drama. 

Two of our confidential sources, CIA agent William. Harvey 
and mobster Jofin RosseLli, are dead. A third source, attorney 
Edward P. Morgan, has waived the confidentiality we had 
promised him. " 
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Cement: We were aware of the role of Edward P. 
Morgan as the prohahle source, of Drew 
Pearson's story in March 1967. The 1967 
JQ report speculated that Roselli told Robert 
Maheu who told Morgan, who then told Drew 
Pearson. Harvey was not considered a 
likely source of the story simply because of 
bus reputation for operational security, it 
' cannot be recalled at this time if he was asked 

if he had told the story to anyone. It is known 
that Harvey was interested in Roselli's attempt . 
to resist deportation and conceivably he could 
have joined Roselli in telling the story to Morgan 
for his use in representing Roselli's interests. 

We have no basis now in challenging the statement 
that these people were Morgan's sources. 

i. "The next day, according to records now available , 
Kennedy's secretary called for a copy of the May 7, 1962, 
memo; which summarized the briefing he had received op 
the assassination plot. " 

Comment: The 1967 IG report states that Senator 

(former Attorney General) Kennedy's secretary 
phoned the DCI's office on 4 March 1967 and 
asked for a copy of that earlier memorandum. 
Mr. Helms Showed a copy of the memorandum 
to Senator Kennedy. 




Attachment: a / s 




Walter Elder 
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r stories about operations 

• • , nrcihill^ of a caose- 

- c-*&* -a ana me por.sxouj.-y 

a».«o oj.okus®** »a a.. 

Ea*«t u m»«t !>• remembe^i 

~ " . . i' .'-i vi lv' r e '■ now has more 

aai iulculigenca Uv**** 4 - - . 

oeB GIA . The i'iSC Investigators had access 

a-, wall as to witnesses and tbe Cl« of 
k-acles to which the Agency lias not bad 

re-ue- to for as to evaluate whether or 
V-dk stories is new present some 

, C a^o columnists present their interpretation 
. k ... f? c , s ,,hich may make old information 
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n c.-^Vr 1976 column by Jack Anderson is a • 

• ' V -o ihn-s a rumbei of statements that are 

_ ;V its S or.*’^ which they occur in the news 

> V .urc,s j x’lvy to the secret discussions 

.. ; lcveU of tv, cia *.***& tbo3e h * ctic d * ys 

uliberatcly withheld the evidence 
kioa Investigating Kennedy's 
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. „ do not 1-aow the identity of the 

' ‘Sources Cited in the article. However 
in the absence of direct evidence on this 
•joint there has bean speculation m the 

that there probably was no serious 
r or. i der atlon at higher levels at the Ume 
» -ai conn<‘C f ion between the 
^Vci7compartmcnted operations attempted 







against Castro and the aR'Acrsinalion of 
PrcsL-h at Kennedy. If there was such a 
conscious decision, as asserted in the 
news - -luma, it is not a part of the 
information Icnovn within CIA. 

»•. , . Robert Kennedy was briefed on May 7, 
sorwH he a! to. apt to use underworld killers to 



X-.vo days later, Robert Kennedy cautioned 
ct to co ahead with the assassination without 



Cbmrm .\i: ?. he CIA director of Security and 
Gone.’.;.! Counsel did meet with. Robert 
Kennedy on 7 May 1962 and briefed him 
about fix 3 C :i tro operation. The records 
do not holier.. Vc that Kennedy cautioned CIA 
no: to go ahead with the assassination/ 
whhovit consulting him.” Rather, the 
IK'7 IG r.-port records him as placing the ■ 
emphasis on not doing business with organized 
criisi hr any purpose without his knowledge, 
as di.c Unguishea from the specific Castro plan. 
At Ihc time Kennedy had reason, to believe that 
ho was being told of a past operation, and not 
c si e uud i w a y . 

"Records now available chow that Robert Kennedy 
: d IBI chi*-.! .1. Edgar Hoover of the. plot on May 10, 



Comment: The SSC report on alleged assassination 
plots, at page 132, reports Director Hoover 
writing liicraoraidnm on May 10, 1962 con- 
cerns- ' .nfo rmation given him on May 9, 1962 
by Robert Kennedy on tins subject. 




cl. , • v? vious CIA officials also knPvv a? it the 
o r. v s.'-.sliu ■ ' aA scheme. Not the least of theiif was the ).ate 
•CIA _1J J. ..'il’cii vT. Dollis, who v op roved the original plan. 
Hi- later r, „rvcd on. the 'VVarrcn Commission, yet he sat 
sitwuuly throughout the investigation without mentioning 
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C ' aimrnt: Mr. .Dulles -.‘as briefed on the 

c • \glnal plan -end, although the circum- 
aces are subject to interpretation, 
_j.aren.tly approved it. We have no 
evidence as to what he did or did not say 
clurvng his services ca the Warren Cora- 
icjlssion, Including the extent to which 
t’u; Yfaxren. C*. mom. sion considered the 
•orsihiJlty ox a .retaliatory plot by Castro, 

, Drliha hours c f President Kennedy* s death, the 
:.!• V. ■i..-sv cooled iulc vmation from Mexico City 
U 2. thP ilia Cub: ns rusty have been behind the 

v Our sources say that the CIA developed. 

j. >x.;v ?.Lxqj\ x.o _ .. ar . ilnyiO'.J.. " 



ament: On the date c.C President Kennedy's 
r.ssaasinatic-u, the legal attache, as reported 
; .t page 10 2 of the SSC investigation of the 
ICenn-sily. assassination, reported to the FBI * 
tli at the Ambassador was concerned that Cubans 
were behind Oswald's assassination of President 
I'lconcdy. Phe Ci'A station in Mexico City 
reported Oswald's earlier visit there. Further, 
CJS. records indicate early consideration of 
the possibility teat either the USSR or Cuba 
could fce involved. However, whatever the 
sources of the columnists, if this general 
initial ccusid oration is what is meant in the 
coluo-jji it dues not equate with "information," 

1: at is 'more accurately, characterized as 
rpecola'ioa coaccj.iJ.ng possibilities. 
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ri x - ,- ‘ ; : ' 1 -/'“■• P aisoa lo ‘-each Robert Kennedy's side 
,1 ‘" ’ .‘ 'V ; ' ;Lll “,? S C1A Uitectur Jehu A. McCone, who 
i-cui Miiua -aor.c Vita the Attorney General at his McLean 
'■'*> hex ••» nearly three hours." ' 

C. -raent: As shewn in the attached memorandum.' 
i Ir^ McCone did visit with Robert Kennedy 
at Jus home and remained there for some 
. ..i-c. The conversation is described as 
'•^c.tcrr'-uti.iixg and personal. " Mr. McCone 
i^ates t-iat he never mentioned Castro and 
’• s ' ,c - ° 1S nothing ir. Li 3 records to indicate 



o-'.o swore to us that Castro's name was never 
th^tUxe« hours. But CIA records show 
. a n-r.. day McCone no : only mentioned Castro to the 
_.u:.. jidiut, Lyndon B. Jo? in a on, but briefed him on the 
1 * *-'tt civ v from Mexico G’ ' y, " 
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3 } io ' v ■’a-cc to reveal our role in the drama, 
c;.Ocnti.-»a sources, C.CA agent William. Harvey 
-1.. RosscJi, are deal. A third source, attorney 
- £ ‘u bas waived the coiifidentialitv we had 
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We •i.'jrc R’.varc o£ the role of Edward P. 
Morgan as the probable source, of Drew 
Pe-irsoa’s story la March 1967. The 1967 
T.j xwnevt speculated that Roselii told Robert 
J-.-Tahau why told Morgan, who then told Drew 
Pcavsca. Harvey was not considered a 
Akoly roarct of the story simply because of 
his reputation for operational security; it 
ex-mot be recalled at this time if he was asked 
.IX he had told the story to anyone* It is known. 
tliT-t Harvey was interested in Rosclli’ai attempt 
to resist deportation. and conceivably he could 
iavc joined Eos dll in telling the story to Morgan 
for Ms cue in representing Roselll’s interests. 

Wn have no basis now in challenging the statement 
that chase people were Morgan’s sources. 

3 a art day, recording to records now available, 
tc:. alary call rd for a copy of the May 7, 1962, 

■h <: vur itvariaed the briefing he had received op 
.all' :.x plot. ’* 



sa;rexit: The 1967 IG report states that Senator 
(fo.'i rcr Attorney General) Kennedy's secretary 
phoned the BCI’s office on 4 March 1967 and 
asked for a copy of that earlier memorandum, 
M r. Hahns showed a copy of the memorandum 
it Senator Kennedy. 
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